
BOBCAT BULLETIN 
West ern  D u b u q u e  Hi g h  S ch o o l  

2015 Newsletter 

February / March    

A note from the principal  
 

The school board unanimously voted to adopt a trimester schedule at the Jan. 5 school board 

meeting. We have been talking to students about the changes that will take place as we dis-

cuss the registration process. We look forward to the positive new opportunities that will 

come with a trimester schedule. We have been meeting with our staff and will continue to 

do so through the spring and summer and will be ready for next fall.   

The school board will be voting on approving a new industrial technology building this 

spring. This building (shown below) will have metal manufacturing and automotive technol-

ogy facilities. Both rooms will have immediate access to a computer lab to be used in their 

programs. The new classrooms will be located at the bottom of the football field where the 

current maintenance building now stands. The agriculture program will expand into the old 

automotive room to provide them with much needed additional space.  We are extremely ex-

cited about occupying the added space next year. 

 

We had a great first semester and look forward to an exciting spring as we strive to get 

“Better Every Day.” 

 

-Dave Hoeger, WDHS Principal 

Dave Hoeger 

Principal 

Jacob Feldmann 

Assistant Principal  

This newsletter is also accessible through our website at: www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org 

If you are getting this newsletter in the US mail and would prefer a digital copy sent to your email, please 

contact Laura Hoerner at Laura.Hoerner@wdbqschools.org or call her at 563-876-3442 ext. 3001.   

Report cards and parent-teacher conferences 

First semester report cards were mailed home on Jan. 20. If you have any 

questions or concerns, please contact the Counseling Office at (563) 876-

3442 ext. 3005.   

Parent-Teacher conferences will be held  from 4:30-8:00 p.m. on March 10 

and 12 in the WDHS main gymnasium. Third quarter report cards will be 

handed out at this time. We look forward to seeing everyone there! 
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Girls soccer update from Coach  
Zangara 
 
 

The girls soccer team has reached an all- 

time high this year. We are very excited to 

announce the addition of a third girls 

team.  As a program, we are looking forward 

to a new group of girls and ready to compete. 

Off-season opportunities do exist, so if your daughter would 

like to get involved with the soccer program, it is never too 

late.  Please contact Coach Zangara with any questions at 

cecelia.zangara@wdbqschools.org. 

Borderless Bobcats gear up for Greece  

The Borderless Bobcats are getting ready to take off for Greece in 

June 2015! Jealous? If so, there is still an opportunity to sign up for 

the upcoming Italy, Germany and Czech Republic trip set for June 

2016. Students and their parents alike are invited to travel through 

Rome, Florence, Munich and Prague, seeing highlights such as the 

Colosseum, the Sistine Chapel, the Pantheon, the Duomo, Dachau, 

Bavarian palaces and much more. If interested or for more infor-

mation, contact Josie Kennicott (josie.kennicott@wdbqschools.org) 

or Gretchen Kratochwill-Jones (gretchen.kratochwill-

jones@wdbqschools.org).   

Student council update 
 

BY ANNE MARIE GREENWOOD 
 

We are off to a great start this semester! Student Council 

had a successful end to last semester with our holiday as-

sembly. Each Staffulty (our new word for faculty and staff 

members) nominated students who display positive charac-

teristics. Damien Frazier (11) was drawn for our December 

Star Student of the Month, and he received a pair of Apple 

earbuds.  
 

Congratulations to Lisa Greenwood (12) and Catherine 

McCoy (12) who were interviewed and published in the 

national Leadership magazine. They spoke about the im-

portance of communication in planning activities.  Last 

winter, these students, plus several others, spoke at the 

national student convention in Washington, D.C.  Student 

Council is also participating in the Teens for Jeans drive. 

Please bring your old jeans to Mr. Danner’s room to re-

ceive a $5 gift card to Aeropostale. Mark your calendars 

for the week of March 23 through 27 as we will be cele-

brating March Madness week. We have lots of activities in 

store for the Bobcats including Senior Survivor, Ruff ‘n 

Tuff volleyball, the Lip Dub and a Dance Marathon.  Prom 

is also right around the corner. Prom and After Prom will 

be held on April 25 at the Peosta Community Center.  Af-

ter Prom will be held in the new auditorium.  Activities 

will include a hypnotist and prizes.  Any prize donations 

are welcome!  If interested, just contact Mr. Danner or the 

office! Go Bobcats! Bobcat Strong! Finish Strong!  

Wrestling update from Coach Cleary 

The wrestling team has main-

tained the proud tradition es-

tablished by Coaches Kilburg 

and Danner by continuing 

2015 with an undefeated 

WaMaC dual meet record. The 

Bobcats beat ranked teams 

from Mt. Vernon (15th) and 

Independence (4th) at home in 

front of large crowds. The victory over Independence was a very 

big win for our team because they have great tradition, are well 

coached, and were picked by many to win the WaMaC Dual Meet 

Championship.  The Bobcats now have a dual meet record of 22-8, 

are ranked 12th (3A) and have two individuals ranked in the state 

with Max Lyon (#2) and Dylan Hoefler (#8).  

Girls track 2015  
 

BY JERRY ROSS, GIRLS TRACK COACH  
 

Track practice will begin on Feb. 16. Hopefully the weather will cooperate, and we can get outside early and often for practice. 

Orders for team T-shirts and other team apparel will take place in late January.  
 

Our indoor season begins at Loras College on Monday, March 2 and runs through the WaMaC Indoor on March 21 @ Cornell. 

The outdoor season begins in early April and runs through the state meet May 21, 22 and 23.  The JV Bobcat Relays are April 

13, and the Varsity Girls Bobcat Relays are Thursday, April 16. The Little Bobcat Meet is to be held Saturday, May 16. 
 

The team hopes to do well throughout the indoor and outdoor season, culminating with a solid showing at conference, districts 

and the 4A state meet. 

mailto:Cecelia.Zangara@wdbqschools.org
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Youth Activation Committee 

speaks at board meeting  
 

BY LAURIE FALLON, SPECIAL EDUCATION 
INSTRUCTOR 
 

There is a group of students who are in-

volved with Special Olympics in a very 

unique way!  This group is the Youth Acti-

vation Committee, or YAC, and their re-

sponsibility is to promote respect, ac-

ceptance and friendship with people with 

and without disabilities in the Western 

Dubuque Schools.  The YAC committee 

this year consists of Hayle Gaul (12), Ab-

bey Koerperich (12),  Caleb Ernzen 

(12),  Kaitlin Bockenstedt (10) and Jenna 

Willer (11). They attend meetings at the 

State Special Olympics office in Grimes, 

Iowa and bring back a lot of good ideas to 

WDHS. One of their experiences this year 

was to attend a school board meeting to 

share their mission and experiences with 

the board and others in attendance. They 

share this experience here (in their own 

words): “We took it upon ourselves to  put 

together a 12-slide PowerPoint where we 

showcased many of the pictures that we 

have taken and explained all of the great 

outcomes of having a Peer Partner/

Mentoring program in the district. Some of 

the outcomes we explained are the leader-

ship roles, experience in the field for stu-

dents who are looking into becoming spe-

cial education teachers and unexpected 

relationships that are built. Another thing 

that we explained and showed through pic-

tures is how all of the activities that our 

administration allows us to do helps Part-

ner’s Club promote and practice inclusion. 

The day after the school board meeting, Mr. 

Hoeger called the students who presented 

to his office. He thanked us and told us of 

all the compliments and emails he received 

regarding the presentation. Then he gave us 

each a gift of page taps and sticky notes 

that had a small engraved plaque that states 

‘Excellence in Education.’ The experi-

ence  was very positive, and we felt that the 

presentation was extremely eye-opening to 

our superintendent--and others like him--

who don’t get the chance to be in our 

school and classrooms every day to see 

firsthand how Partner’s Club practices in-

clusion and promotes respect, acceptance 

and friendship to students with or without 

disabilities.”  
 

There are over 50 students from WDHS in 

the Partner’s Club this year! 

Pictured above, L to R: Caleb Ernzen (12), 

Abbey Koerperich (12), Hayle Gaul (12) and 

Kaitlin Bockenstedt (10).  Missing from the 

photograph is Jenna Willer (11).   

Yearbook information 
 

BY BEN RESSLER, YEARBOOK ADVISOR   
 

BOOKS FOR SALE: The 2015 Yearbooks 

are on sale for $57.  March 20 is your last 

chance to order a 2015 Yearbook.  We order 

the exact number of books purchased, so 

don’t miss out!  This year’s book will be load-

ed with over 2,500 photos and captions.  The 

2015 book’s theme is “Bobcat Strong” and 

will be sure to be a great purchase.  Bring a 

$57 check to Alice Ostwinkle in the Activities 

Office to reserve your copy today.   

Clarke league 
 

BY TAYLOR FOX 
 

Due to unfortunate events of weath-

er here in Iowa, many people are 

not able to play soccer throughout 

the year. However, thanks to Clarke 

University, they can. The players 

play on basketball courts with their 

teammates. There are five players 

from each team on the court at one 

time. The goal of the game, like 

many other sports, is to have the 

most points by the end of the game. 

Playing at Clarke is a good way for 

players to prepare for the outdoor 

season that begins in March. Bri-

anna Kramer (10) stated, “I play 

because it is a lot of fun, and it 

helps our team bond while also giv-

ing us good practice for the upcom-

ing season.”  
 

Coach Zangara gathered some of 

the soccer girls who wanted to have 

a small preseason together and 

formed a team. Western Dubuque 

has three teams in the league. There 

is WD black, made up of Hannah 

Ellis (12), McKenzie Wendling 

(10), Sarah Walsh (12), Kayla 

Gudenkauf (11), Kristy Mensen 

(11), Skylar Dossy (10) and Allyvia 

Clasen (11). WD pink contains of 

sophomore girls: Ireland Hill, Alli-

son Clemen, Emily Silich, Brianna 

Kramer, Katy Klostermann, Chloe 

Meyers and Sydney Krogman. Last, 

but not least, the WD red team con-

sists entirely of freshmen: Taylor 

Fox, Morgan Staner, Molly Mulert, 

Madeline Luber, Lauren Krapfl and 

Candice Payne. Teams play every 

Sunday for eight weeks in prepara-

tion for outdoor soccer beginning 

March 23.        

Understanding St. Patrick’s 

Day 
 

BY JESSICA IRELAN 
 

On March 17, people everywhere celebrate 

St. Patrick’s Day all over the world. This 

holiday began in honor of religion in Ireland. 

It later became a holiday in America due to 

Irish immigration. Let’s discover what St. 

Patrick’s Day is really all about.  
 

History of St. Patrick’s Day? St. Patrick 

was not born in Ireland but in England. At 

the time, he wasn’t referred to as Patrick. His 

name was Maewyn Succat. When he got 

older, he was sold into slavery and taken to 

Ireland. Soon after, he escaped and went 

back to England to study religion. He was 

also appointed another name and was known 

as Patrick. Patrick traveled back to Ireland 

because he knew their culture and wanted to 

spread religion there. He died on March 17, 

also known as St. Patrick’s Day.  
 

Why do we wear green on St. Patrick’s 

Day? Blue was the original color of St. Pat-

rick’s Day, but eventually, after a long time, 

green became the new color.  Green was 

more popular because it reflects the green on 

the Irish flag, the clover that St. Patrick’s 

used when he taught his religion and the 

landscape of Ireland.  
 

Why do we pinch each other? If you have 

ever forgotten to wear green on St. Patrick’s 

Day, don’t be surprised if you get pinched! 

This is an American tradition that started in 

the late 1700s. It was thought that wearing 

green made people invisible to leprechauns 

or fairy creatures, who would pinch anyone 

they could see who was not wearing green.  
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Is that music I hear? 
 

BY CATHRINE SEARS 
 

Every year, Western Dubuque puts together a 

fall play and a spring musical. This year, Mr. 

Michael Omarzu, head director, and Ms. Jen-

nifer Maki, assistant director, have chosen 

“Oklahoma” as the spring musical. 

“Oklahoma” is set in the Wild West. The 

musical will be performed on April 10, 11 

and 12. Before students can perform in front 

of an audience, they audition and spend two 

months preparing for the show. The produc-

tion will be performed on the newly built 

auditorium. Dylan Gadberry (9) states, “The 

new auditorium is really nice, and has lots of 

space and a lot of equipment to make the 

show more interesting to watch,” Jayde Gart-

ner (12) says, “It’s a great space to perform 

in.” Auditions were held Jan. 6 and Jan. 8. 

Many students signed up as a group and au-

ditioned together. “Auditions this year were 

scary and fast,” stated Gartner. Gadberry and 

Gartner were called back, and sang two addi-

tional songs for the directors.  
 

Additionally, a large crew is needed to make 

this play a success. “Without the crew, there 

wouldn’t be a show,” says Gartner.  Howev-

er, a student is still needed to run the light 

booth, the sound booth and the rope rigs 

backstage. Many of the students have gone 

through training in order to use the equip-

ment properly. Tanner Barnwell (10), Trevor 

Bell (10), Alex Schmitt (10), Kyle Steger 

(10) and Jacob Vold (12) have taken 

professional classes to learn to how to work 

the technology to its full potential. “You just 

get thrown into it,” says Barnwell. Not only 

is there a need for a big crew, but a large cast 

must be present as well. The cast list came 

out on Friday, Jan. 16. All students were 

excited to see what part they had received. 

This year‘s leads are Haley MacInerney (11) 

as Laurey Williams, Zachary Werner (12) as 

Curly McLain, Nathan Maiers (10 ) as Jud 

Fry, Kayla Winandy (11) as Ado Anne, 

Dylan Gadberry (9) as Ali Hakim, Sam 

Naumann (12) as Will Parker, Brady Tegeler 

(12) as Andrew Carnes, Nathalie Digman 

(12) as Gertie Cummins, and Brooke 

Bockenstedt (12) as Aunt Eller. 

Congratulations to those who made it into the 

musical. Hope to see you there! 

Album reviews 
 

BY COLE OTTING 
 
 

POP: BANKS: “Goddess” - Jillian Banks, or better known as her stage name 

“BANKS,” is a singer/songwriter from Los Angeles, California. On her debut al-

bum “Goddess,” she projects her powerful voice over all sorts of instrumentals, 

ranging from aggressive, electronic and bassy leads to soft piano ballads. BANKS’ 

ability to show diversity between her tracks, makes listening throughout this 18 

track LP exciting; however, there is no central theme on this album. It’s as though 

BANKS picked her best tracks and threw them on an album with no cadence be-

hind it. That being said, between BANKS’ top-notch production and her wide 

range of emotionally charged vocals, “Goddess” is an album definitely worth lis-

tening to. (3/4)  
 

RAP: J. Cole: “Forrest Hills Drive” - “No singles no features. Stop serving trash,” 

tweets Jermaine Lamarr Cole about his third album. Based on the street he grew 

up on, Cole’s album is compiled of only 12 songs that tell stories about his life and 

his coming of age as a man. Upon viewing his song titles alone, one will immedi-

ately understand that the nature of the content is not intended for young listeners. 

While being an interesting listen the first time, some songs are tedious to listen to 

more than once, especially explicit lyrics containing stories of Cole’s first encoun-

ter with his girlfriend. His previous album “Born Sinner” was criticized for being 

too boring, but Cole responds to these complaints and provides an action-packed, 

conscious album that any regular hip-hop fan would surely appreciate, but the ef-

fort tends to fall short on replay value. (2.5/4) 
 

ALTERNATIVE: Twenty One Pilots: “Vessel” – Twenty One Pilots is actually a 

pilot and a co-pilot, Tyler Joseph and Josh Dun. Hailing from Columbus, Ohio, 

these talented musicians released “Vessel” in early 2013, but the album is only 

recently achieving commercial success and continues to climb the ranks on the 

iTunes alternative charts. Each song on Vessel has a very distinct Twenty One 

Pilot’s feel, infusing hip-hop on songs like “Ode to Sleep,” pulsing Daft Punk 

electronica influences on the song “Migraine” and even sneaking in an emotional 

piano ballad on the albums anchor track “Truce.” Between the catchy and intro-

spective lyricism, electronically charged synthesizers and lead singer Tyler Jo-

seph's voice, “Vessel” is a masterpiece in modern-day alternative music. (4/4)  

Bowling 
 

BY LUELLA SOPPE 
 

Western Dubuque High School has an amazing bowling team. They have won many 

meets and are very proud of their accomplishments. In fact, I have interviewed some 

of the bowling members Myra Steffen (10) and Abigail Handke (11) from the girl’s 

team and Russell Besler (11) from the boy’s team. 
 

How long have you been bowling? Myra: Since freshman year, Abigail: I started to 

really focus freshman year, but my parents would take me bowling a lot when I was 

younger. Russell: Since seventh grade 

What is your highest score while on the bowling team? Myra: 227, Abigail: 152, 

Russell: 248 

What is the weight of the bowling ball you use? Myra: spare ball-12 pounds, 

strike ball- 13, Abigail: 12, Russell: 15 

Would you encourage students to join the bowling team? Myra: Yes, Abigail: 

Yes, I think that bowling is not all about competition as most think. 

Russell: Yes 

What is your favorite part about being on the bowling team? Myra: Meeting 

new people and learning new ways and techniques on bowling. Abigail: Definitely 

the bus rides. Russell: Bowling in the meets. 

Why do you think the bowling team is an important club? Myra:  It is not a very 

noticeable or common sport. Abigail: Because even if you’re not very good at bowl-

ing, you can learn techniques to help you get better. 

Russell: Because it is a lot of fun at the meets and practices. 
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Take and Bake class update 
 

BY ALLI THEISEN  
 

Mrs. Walke-Pollitt and her Foods III students will once again be available to meet all of your baking and cooking needs. Too tired 

after work? Out of ideas? Just don’t enjoy being in the kitchen? Then leave the cooking to us! We will be prepping and freezing a 

wide variety of items ranging from cookies and waffles to coffee cakes, breads, and even entrees to be sold to you, our Bobcat sup-

porters. We will be holding on to our favorites from last semester, as well as adding many new tasty treats this semester. Our offer-

ings will change with the season, so please check back soon, as our first order will be due Jan. 28. 
 

You can go to our Take and Bake link, which is http://west-dubakery.weebly.com/ 
 

You can also find our link on the Western Dubuque High School website http://www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org/  
 

For those of you who are on Facebook and Twitter, you can like and follow us there as well. 
 

We will also be advertising at our local businesses. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs. Walke-Pollit at 

563-876-3442 ext. 3065. We look forward to serving you! 

 

Order and Pick up dates as follows: 

 

Order by Jan. 28 for pick up on Feb. 11 

Order by Feb. 25 for pick up on March 12 

Order by March 25 for pick up on April 8 

Order by April 22 for pick up on May 6 
 

All orders can be picked up in room 105 @WDHS from 3:10-4:30 p.m. If you cannot make that time, arrangements can be made. 

Creative Writing Corner 

Featured submission (using satire, in the style of a news article) by a creative writ-

ing student, Josh Dausener (12): 

The Legit 

Your Legitimate Source of News. Like, Seriously.   

Local overweight man on diet debating on eating a piece of pie 

BY JOSH DAUSENER, THE LEGIT 

Farley IA - Local man Chris P. Bacon, who is believed to be severely overweight  

and on a diet, is reportedly weighing the pros and cons involved with eating a 

piece of the apple pie his wife recently made. “It just looks so good, but I know I 

shouldn’t,” Mr. Bacon told our reporters as the smell of a delicious combination of 

sweet apples, sugar and warm crust slowly ate away at his pitiful willpower. The 

pie, which sources tell us was baked for an upcoming family event, contains at 

least five hundred calories a slice and would destroy any potential for Mr. Bacon 

to lose five pounds by the end of the month. “He’s always staring at the pie from 

the chair; it’s pretty weird, to be honest,” his wife, Laura, told The Legit in a re-

cent interview. “All he ever talks about is the pie. Baking the pie, sniffing the pie, 

eating the pie and, really, I’m kind of scared,” a concerned Laura continued. Ba-

con’s neighbor, Richard Router, explained the dilemma in a 

letter to our news team, “Yeah, Steve used to get real excited 

whenever a pie was mentioned. His face would just light up 

right away, and I’m not surprised at what he’s going through 

right now.” In a recent report, sources believe the only thing 

keeping Mr. Bacon from gorging on the pie and ruining his 

diet for the month is the distance from his recliner to the loca-

tion of the pie, which is believed to be approximately thirty feet. At press time, 

Mr. Bacon had reportedly given in and eaten the entire pie.  

HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH  
[Board Policy 501.16]  
 

The board will make reasonable efforts to identify home-
less children and youth of school age within the district, 

encourage their enrollment and eliminate existing barri-

ers to their receiving education which may exist in dis-

trict policies or practices. The designated coordinator for 

identification of homeless children and for tracking and 

monitoring programs and activities for these children is 
the Director of Student Services.  
 

A homeless child or youth is defined as a child or youth 

from the age of 3 years through 21 years who lacks a 
fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence and 

includes the following:  
 

1. A child or youth who is sharing the housing of other 
persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a 

similar reason; is living in a motel, hotel, trailer park, or 

camping grounds due to lack of alternative adequate 
accommodations; is living in an emergency or transition-

al shelter; is abandoned in a hospital; or is awaiting 

foster care placement;  
2. A child or youth who has a primary nighttime resi-

dence that is a public or private place not designed for or 

ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for 
human beings;  

3. A child or youth who is living in a car, park, public 

space, abandoned building, substandard housing, bus or 
train station, or similar setting;  

4. A migratory child or youth who qualifies as homeless 

because the child or youth is living in circumstances 
described in paragraphs “1” through “3” above.  
 

Please contact the building school counselor for ques-

tions and to support education of the homeless. You may 

also contact Tina Brestrup, the District’s liaison for 
homeless children and youth, to find out what services 

and supports may be available at 563-744-3885 x 6010 

or tina.brestrup@wdbqschools.org. 

http://west-dubakery.weebly.com/
http://www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org/
mailto:Tina.Brestrup@wdbqschools.org
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QUESTIONS BY JENNIFER MCCARRON 

 Katti Rummery (12)  
 

What type of art do you prefer to make? I like to paint and sculpt.   
 

Have you always been interested in art, and if not, what got you 

interested? I have always been interested in art.  My grandpa Jim 

painted, my grandma Sandy did watercolors, my mom’s a photogra-

pher and graphic designer and my uncle Scott has an art degree. I 

have always been surrounded by art. 
 

Are you going to make a living from art? I do not plan to make a 

living out of art; it is more of a relaxation thing.  I’m going to college 

for equine science and pre-veterinary to veterinary.   
 

What are the names of these pieces? “New 

Dawn” (pictured far right) and “Marie” (above right) 
 

What materials did you use to make it? Both projects used acrylic paint.  The elephant 

panels were created using nine 11x14 canvases set two inches from each other. 
 

What are some major projects you have coming up? I have a watercolor of a clock tow-

er from Chicago and clay projects coming up.  I will also have one last painting for the 

alternative school’s wall that is of the school’s logo. 

Mollie Theis (12)                                 

What type of art do you prefer to make? I enjoy clay, 

like ceramic vases, pots and mugs, [and] also watercolor, 

acrylic, or my new love for oil painting. 

Have you always been interested in art, and if not, 

what got you interested? Yes, since as long as I can re-

member. My dad is very artistic, so I get my talent and 

interest from him. 

Are you going to make a living from art? No, I don’t 

intend to, but creativity is important in any job, so I guess, in some ways, yes. 

What are the names of these pieces? “Fishing with my Little Pink Pole” (pictured bottom right) 

and “Torn Edge Vase” (bottom left) 

What materials did you use to make it? Project one used oil, paint and canvas, and project two 

used clay and glaze. 

What are some major projects you have coming up? A tall flower vase, coffee stain projects, 

wood-burned scene of some sort and hopefully more oil paintings. 
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 Team Irish 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY  BRI-

ANNA KRAMER 

In biology class, students are 

currently learning about domi-

nant and recessive traits. Brown 

hair, brown eyes and detached 

ear lobes are all examples of dominant traits. Red hair happens to 

be a very recessive trait. In fact, only about 2 percent of the world’s 

population has red hair, according the National Institutes of Health. 

Redheads are quite a rarity; it is even more unusual to have two of 

them co-teaching in the same room. Ms. Valenti and Mr. Manning 

are both new teachers here at Western Dubuque High School, and 

in honor of St. Patrick’s Day, I decided to interview them on their 

thoughts on WDHS and their views on having red hair. 
 

Do you have Irish heritage? Yes, both Mr. Manning and Ms. 

Valenti have Irish heritage. Ms. Valenti says she is very Irish on 

her mom’s side, but she is also English and French. Mr. Manning 

doesn’t know exactly where his Irish heritage came from, but both 

teachers definitely have the luck of the Irish. 
 

What is the weirdest myth you have heard about red hair? Mr. 

Manning’s response was a very typical myth that I’m sure most 

people have heard; he has heard “that we are all angry.” Ms. 

Valenti, on the other hand, said some very unusual things on the 

topic. "I don't know about myths, but there are some really interest-

ing facts about people with red hair. One, we feel physical pain 

more, which makes so much sense because all my life when doc-

tors have tried to numb something for me or, like you know, give 

me stitches on something, it's not been too many times, but it's hurt 

a lot, and they've been like 'Oh, you shouldn't be able to feel that,' 

and I'm like, 'I can feel it!' She also says, "Another thing I learned 

was that back in, I mean, up until probably the late 1800s, it was 

considered bad luck to have a redhead on a ship. They were consid-

ered bad luck, and it was believed the ship would come across ob-

stacles or sink. Natural redheads have more copper in our system, 

and I read in a couple articles that means we have a higher capacity 

for intelligence.” 
 

What is your definition of “Bobcat Strong”? Mr. Manning said 

that his definition of “Bobcat Strong” is “resilience” and “never 

giving up.” Ms. Valenti said, “I just saw how people picked them-

selves up… I mean, I will never forget driving into town and see-

ing all of these orange ribbons knowing they were for those boys. I 

thought, ‘Wow that’s something. I mean, coming together.’ And 

you don’t see that a lot in bigger cities. You see that more in the 

small towns of Iowa, especially the Midwest. I have not been a 

Bobcat for very long but I think ‘Bobcat Strong’ is being one and 

not always agreeing, maybe, and not always seeing the same things 

the same way but coming together as a community for a solid 

cause whether it’s the boys or whether it's adding an auditorium to 

the school. This community has done fantastic things in past cou-

ple years that I've read about, and that’s pretty incredible for a 

small population of people. I think it’s coming together with grace 

and courage.” 

History of Valentine’s Day 
BY MEGAN FROMMELT 

Valentine’s Day comes around every 

year on Feb. 14, and with it comes 

flowers, chocolates, candy, gifts, love-

struck couples and bitter singles. Every-

one knows it is a day dedicated to love, 

but what many people do not know is how it came about.  It 

all started around 270 A.D. 

According to “History.com,” there are many stories that 

helped contribute to what we now know as Valentine’s Day.  

One story tells of a Catholic priest named St. Valentine.  The 

ruler of this time, Emperor Claudius, banned marriage for 

young men because he believed single men made better sol-

diers. St. Valentine ignored this unreasonable rule and con-

tinued to marry couples in secret. After hearing this, Claudius 

arranged St. Valentine’s death. Another story surrounding St. 

Valentine involves the sending of the first “valentine.” While 

he was in jail, a young woman would visit him, and he fell in 

love with her. Before his death, he wrote her one last letter, 

and signed it, “from your Valentine”; this could be the inspi-

ration for sending Valentine’s Day cards to loved ones. 

Much later, around the 5th century, Pope Gelasius declared 

Feb. 14 Valentine’s Day.  Originally, the day was meant to 

honor the death of St. Valentine.  Many things, including 

these stories of St. Valentine, helped create the common 

theme of love for this day. Valentine’s Day is truly a day 

about love, whether you’re single or in a relationship.  

Come out and support the WDHS Band for 
this exciting live talent show! 
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Group speech 2015 
 

BY EMILY BOGE  
 

 

It’s that time of the year again, and the speech season is back and 

better than ever! On Monday, Jan. 19, the speech team participat-

ed in the first competition of this year. This WAMAC speech 

event was held at Central DeWitt. The WDHS speech team partic-

ipated in many events, including Reader’s Theater, Improv, En-

semble Acting, Group Mime, Solo Mime and Short Film.  
 

Shannon Heims (9) is a new member of the speech team and loves 

it. “It’s probably one of my favorite clubs that I am in,” the fresh-

man states. “My favorite part (about being on the speech team) is 

the people and watching all of the acting that is going on. It’s just 

a really fun time.” Heims is one of the many people involved in 

speech; others include: Brenna Wolfe (12), Chase Burbridge (9), 

Elly Meyer (9), Lauren Krapfl (9), Megan Lenane (12), Mina Sa-

hir (9), Nathalie Digman (12), Nathan Maiers (10), Nicole Valen-

tine (12), Nicole Weber (9), Zach Werner (12), Elinor Johll (10), 

Emily Silich (10), Brady Tegeler (12), Michaela Hoeger (11), 

Tiffany Ludwig (11), Tirzah Gaul (11), Katelynn Till (12), Ben 

Howard (10), Cody Gartner (10) and Garrett Schroeder (10).   
 

The team is led by Mrs. Broadbent, who is also excited for the 

speech season. “The speech team’s numbers continue to grow,” 

she says. “We have some outstanding freshman and some strong 

senior leadership. It should be a great season! Go Speech!”  

State FBLA   

BY MADELINE FRASHER 

Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) is a growing 

club at Western Dubuque High School. FBLA is a club that 

is designed to benefit students for the real world, providing 

them with challenges and everyday adventure. It is created to 

be a stepping stone for students as they decide on their fu-

tures and career paths in addition to building their social 

skills. “FBLA really helps me to be able to speak in front of 

people. It helps my confidence level. It also prepares me for 

the business world,” says Jenna Willer (11), executive treas-

urer for FBLA. Truly, FBLA is a beneficial opportunity to 

expand on students’ talents and everyday knowledge.  

Every year, the members of this club go to state in Coral-

ville, Iowa to compete against other schools to see who will 

achieve the ultimate prize, a trip to nationals. The road to 

state is the most crucial time for the students participating 

because of the preparation that it takes to be successful. Stu-

dents are required to take practice tests before state to fully 

educate themselves on the material they will be tested upon. 

The tests are also required to be taken individually to proper-

ly analyze each member’s capabilities. If one chooses not to 

take a test at state, they also have the option do a project. The 

project is either done with a group or on one’s own. It has to 

be completed by the deadline and also must meet certain 

requirements that are provided by the head of FBLA.  

There is a very diverse atmosphere at State FBLA. Whether 

it’s the people or the activities that can be participated in, 

there is always someone new to meet or something new to 

do. “The atmosphere is all around exciting! Going to the 

dance, getting to dress up and getting to be with friends also 

adds to the enjoyment of the experience,” says Lisa Green-

wood (12). There are many different social aspects at state. 

Hypnotists and banquets with every school in Iowa are just 

part of the many events that can be participated in. No matter 

what one’s  interests are, there is something that will appeal 

to everyone.  

This year, FBLA is taken much more seriously than last year. 

There are many more requirements and regulations to even 

attend state. Student executives within the club are assigned 

to different tasks throughout the course of the year and are 

required to photograph them so that they can be sent to the 

FBLA Office. In the office, they will keep tabs on what 

Western Dubuque’s FBLA club is doing and give points 

based on the completed events. “This year was by far the 

best year with the executives that we have had,” says Ms. 

Christina Rose, chapter leader of FBLA Western Dubuque. 

“I have never seen so much leadership, energy or participa-

tion in a group of dedicated students.” Events in which 

FBLA participated include Wing Fest, the food drive and 

also an induction night social. These events put the club on 

the map this year.  

 

Softball update 
BY DANNY WOLF 

Bobcat softball is back!  

Although seven players 

have graduated, Rachael 

Rogers, softball’s head 

coach, is excited for the 

upcoming season.  Open 

gyms are different from 

last year, and the good 

news is we have a new batting cage and more equipment. The 

cage is indoors and is ready to use. All you have to do is talk to 

Coach Rogers or Mr. Casey Bryant.  Softball’s first open gym was 

held on Sunday, Jan. 25, and will continue to be held every Sun-

day until the season starts.  Last year was a good year; the varsity 

team broke eight records. Coach Rose’s sophomore team had a 

great year and the varsity team is excited to have the next girls 

move up. 

Coach Rogers stated, “Open gyms help a lot. Last year, we broke 

eight records, seven offensives and one defense.” Open gyms are 

every Sunday and when the season gets closer there will be a 

morning gym around March.  Times for Sunday open gyms are 

5:00 to 6:00 p.m. Rogers added, “We would like to see you at 

open gyms; it’s not required to go to all of them, but some. Open 

gyms are also not in the main gym anymore. They are now in the 

old gym.” Softball season will be here before you know it, so be 

ready! Swing by open gyms and have a great season! 
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Activities Department  

Western Dubuque High School has had a rich athletic herit-

age and great community support.  Several years ago, the 

school district started an Athletic Hall of Fame to publicly 

recognize our star athletes, coaches and friends/supporters of 

the athletic department. 

The Athletic Hall of Fame induction takes place just one 

time a year on the Saturday following the Friday night home-

coming game. It brings generations of alumni and supporters 

together in a positive and meaningful celebration of great 

memories.  

If you would like to nominate someone for the Athletic Hall 

of Fame, please contact Alice Ostwinkle in the Activities 

Office to request a form. The selection committee will be 

meeting this spring, so don’t delay. 

John Hlubek 

Activities Director 

Western Dubuque Wrestling looks to finish strong 
BY JACKSON HEALEY 
 

 

The Western Dubuque Bobcat Wrestling Team is coming off of a 14th place perfor-

mance at the Battle of Waterloo, the team’s highest place in school history. The 

Bobcats have also had big dual meet wins over Cedar Falls, Solon, Clear Lake, Don 

Bosco, Mount Vernon, Ankeny Centennial and Independence this season. However, 

the Bobcats have an interesting twist to their success story as a team. They have six 

varsity wrestlers that are sophomores, and they also have seven varsity wrestlers 

that are seniors. With this many sophomores and seniors on varsity, it gives them a 

good combination of youth and experience. Some wrestlers leading the way this 

season for the Bobcats are sophomore Max Lyon and state-qualifying senior Colin 

Koerperich.   
 

All of the sophomores that are wrestling varsity for the Bobcats are Bradan Birt, 

Nathan Betts, Quinn Mettert, Jackson Healey, Max Lyon and Aaron Costello. The 

varsity wrestlers that are seniors are Colin Koerperich, Bailey Thurm, Mitch McAn-

drew, Jacob Burds, Alex Wernimont, Ryan Kenneally and Dylan Hoefler.  The lone 

junior wrestling varsity for the Bobcats is Dain Gansen.  
 

Other wrestlers that have wrestled for the Bobcats so far this year are Will Wolf 

(11), McKade Bockenstedt (12), Keaton Bockenstedt (9), Andrew Oberbroeckling 

(12), Hunter Specht (11), Cody McDermott (11), Luke Kluesner (10), Jacob Close 

(10), Ryan Kluesner (12) and Evan Ellis (10). When asked about the unique blend 

of upperclassmen and underclassmen Aaron Costello (10) said, “The upperclassmen 

and underclassmen get along really well, and with so many sophomores on varsity, 

it shows that we are going to have a good next couple of years, but we are also 

strong right now with a good class of seniors.” 
 

“We have been looking really good lately, and we have been beating some really 

good teams. Some good wrestlers have gone down with injuries for us, but our next 

men in have done a great job stepping in,” Bradan Birt (10) said as he discussed the 

Bobcat team heading into WAMAC and Districts. The Bobcats are going to wrestle 

at districts on Feb. 14 at Cedar Rapids Prairie. At districts, if you place top two in 

your weight class, you get to wrestle at state.  Last year, the Western Dubuque Bob-

cats sent six guys to state. This year, they plan to have a similar or greater outcome. 

The JV or “Next Men In” have also had a very good season this year, going unde-

feated in their dual meets. 

Bobcats have spirit 

BY LAINEY GERMAN 

Special Olympic students at Western 

Dubuque High School are going to the 

Mid-Winter Olympics on Friday, March 

13 and Saturday,  March 14. They will be 

competing in the powerlifting and cheer-

leading divisions. Lee Greenwood (12), 

Brennan Koopmann (12) and Marcus 

Kheen (9) are competing in powerlifting. 

In this competition, the Western Dubuque 

boys will be in the bench press division. 

The boys all lift over 200 pounds. The 

cheerleading competition is a unified con-

test where special needs students compete 

with unified athletes. The cheerleading 

team is not decided yet, but decisions are 

on the way. The cheerleading team has to 

present two chants. The team is graded on 

personal experience, technique, use of the 

floor, projection, effective incorporation, 

overall impression and perfection of the 

routine. Each judge has a total of 45 points 

to award each team. Last year’s team for 

Western Dubuque received a score of 320 

points as a team and received a first place/

gold award. 

 

Last year, the cheerleading squad (pictured left 

to right) received a gold at the 2014 Special 

Olympics. First Row: Shelby Heiderschiet 

(2013 Graduate), Michelle Neaumen (11), Lisa 

Greeenwood (12) and Allie Gerard (11), Sec-

ond Row: Jill Wolf (2014 Graduate), Hayle 

Gaul (12) Mariah James (12), Kaitlyn Bocken-

stedt (10) and  Shae Henry (2014 Graduate) 
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Ch-ch-ch-changes 
 

BY JAYDE GARTNER 
 

In the four years it takes a Western Dubuque student to graduate, many changes occur not only physically but mentally as well. 

Through the years, students grow into well-mannered, mature adults while also physically maturing. Here are a few students who 

have physically matured a great deal since the awkward year known as 9th grade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sarah Walsh said, “Since freshman year, I stopped caring what people think of me, and I learned to go with the flow.”  

Her advice for freshman is, “Awkwardness doesn’t always go away. You just have to embrace it.” 
 

When asked about her freshman year photo, Nellie Welsh said, “It makes me sad. My smile sucks and so does my hair.” Her advice 

for any awkward freshman out there is, “Hope puberty hits you hard and know that is okay to cry.”  

 

When Cole Otting was asked about his freshman-to-senior transformation, he said, “A lot has changed. Now I talk to more than one 

group of people. I can talk to almost anybody.”  His advice for freshman is, “Hang in there, and just enjoy it (high school) while it 

lasts because it doesn’t last forever. Try and always look at the positives in any situation life hands to you.”  
 

So go about your business, freshman, and don’t be afraid to change and grow in the upcoming years. You will always be changing, 

and there is so much to look forward to. Enjoy your high school career, and relish in being a Western Dubuque Bobcat. 

Black light dance 
BY CHLOE MEYERS 

Western Dubuque High School holds three dances that students of all grades can attend. The Black Light 

Dance, which is the last dance of the year, is held by Tri-M. For most of the students, Homecoming was 

not the most enjoyable dance this school year. In attempt to stop the inappropriate style of dancing at 

Homecoming, all of the lights were turned on for the dance. Students hope that the Black Light Dance 

turns out much better than Homecoming.  

Brooke Bockenstedt, President of Tri-M, answered a few questions to clarify some things about this upcoming dance: 

When did this school event start? 2007 

When is it happening this year? Feb. 6 after the basketball game until 11:30 p.m. 

Where does the fundraising money go? The fundraising money goes to different projects for the music department. We just used 

some of our money to assist in buying the new grand piano. 

What is so great about this dance, and why should people come out? The Black Light Dance is the highest attended dance be-

sides Homecoming. Our DJ has thousands of popular songs ready. The black lights make the dance moves look 10,000 times better 

than in regular light, and it is a great way to celebrate after a basketball game! 

Is there anything new this year? We are giving away free tickets the week before the dance. Listen for it in the announcements! 

Here are the freshman-to-

senior transformations: Sarah 

Walsh (pictured above left), 

Nellie Welsh (pictured above 

right), Conner Mausser 

(pictured left) and Cole Otting 

(pictured right). 
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The history of madness 

BY DYLAN GADBERRY 

College basketball is in full swing, which means that soon people 

will be filling out their NCAA tournament brackets.  “March Mad-

ness” is coming soon, a tournament in which the 68 best teams in 

college basketball face off for the national championship. After a 

preliminary round for lower seeded teams, there are six rounds of 

single-elimination play. The teams are divided into four regions of 

16 teams based on their performances during the season. After 

teams are ranked 1-16, the higher seeds play the lower seeds. In the 

history of this tournament’s first rounds, no last seed has ever de-

feated a first seed. The tournament was created in 1939. It was an 

idea of Ohio State coach Harold Olsen. The first tournament had 

only eight teams, and the winner was Oregon, coached by Howard 

Hobson, over Ohio State. The school with the most championships 

is UCLA with 11, followed by Ken-

tucky with eight. The coach with the 

most championships is John Wooden 

with 10, all of them with UCLA. Sev-

en teams have gone undefeated 

through the regular season and won 

the tournament, the most recent being 

Indiana in 1976. The lowest seed to win the tournament was Villa-

nova in 1985; they were seeded eighth. The most recent champion 

is the University of Connecticut. Looking forward to “March Mad-

ness” this year! 

Film review: “Unbroken”  
BY JOSH DAUSENER 
By now, I am sure many of you have heard 

of “Unbroken.” Lately, it seems to be all over 

the place. Whether you have experienced this 

story via the recently released movie, have 

read the book or have listened to the audio 

CD, “Unbroken” is incredible regardless.  

“Unbroken” centers on the life of Louis 

Zamperini. Zamperini, along with Allen Phillips and Francis 

McNamara, operate a bomber in Pacific theater of WWII until 

their plane crashes at sea. The crash kills everyone on board with 

the exception of the aforementioned three. The men must endure 

being stranded at sea with a raft, and no food or water. After be-

ing stranded at sea for 47 days, their ordeal is not over. They are 

captured by the Japanese Navy, and they are held in captivity.  

“Unbroken” is a fascinating story. What these men went through 

is awful, yet their survival and triumph is extremely uplifting. 

Even if you are not the type who loves to frequently read, the 

story of “Unbroken” is worth the effort. Taking in the story 

through the movie or even the audio CD is also an option, and I 

highly recommend it. I would give “Unbroken” 3.5 out of 4 stars. 

Donkeyball is shooting for hoops: an 

interview with Mr. Lansing 
INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY OLIVIA FELDMANN 

Donkeyball has been held by Western Dubuque FFA since 

2007. I interviewed Mr. Lansing for the details on the fun 

event. Many like to come and watch, and some participate in 

the kids rides and play the games. We hope many people 

attend. 

Where will the event be held? It will be held at the high 

school on March 8, 2015. The doors will open at 2:00 p.m., 

and show time begins at 3:00 p.m. 

How long have you been doing donkeyball? We host don-

keyball every two years.  

How much is each ticket? The tickets are six dollars in ad-

vance and eight dollars at the door. 

How many teams are participating? There will be four 

teams with 8-12 people on a team. Teams consist of high 

school students and community members; each team will 

wear costumes. 

How many businesses are advertising? A lot of businesses 

are helping advertise, and there will be flyers at a lot of local 

businesses. Several businesses will be selling advance tick-

ets. Tickets can be bought at the high school or any support-

ing business. 

Who is your main audience? It is for any community mem-

bers, and it is a family-friendly event. 

Why should people come to the event? It is a lot of fun, and 

it is a great night of entertainment. It supports FFA, and the 

money is going to the agriculture department’s livestock han-

dling facility equipment. 

Ski/snow squad up-

date 

BY MACHANNA HIGGINS WITH 

COACH CECELIA ZANGARA 

The snow squad has been com-

peting at Sundown Mountain in 

Dubuque for the past four years 

 and races against Wahlert, 

Hemptsead and Senior. This 

year’s snow squad has 18 racers, ranging from freshman to 

seniors. The 2015 squad has one goal for the season—to win. 

 Last season we pulled up short behind Wahlert and Senior, 

but this year we are looking for revenge. So far we won week 

1 and lost week 2 by 3 points. Team accomplishments this 

year have gone to Trevor Wilwert (11) for being the fastest 

male boarder and MacHanna Higgins (9) for being the fastest 

female skier on the slopes. The team races on Thursday nights 

and races for a total of eight weeks.   
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Driver education summer 

2015 tentative offerings 
 If your son or daughter is interested in the 

Summer Driver’s Education program, there 

are programs available. Please contact 

Becky Gasper in the Conseling Office at 

563-876-3442 ext. 3005.  The information 

is also available on our website: 

http://www.wdhs.w-

dubque.k12.ia.us/?PageName=%27Guidan

ce%27  

ACT test - April 18, 2015 
Sophomores and juniors should consider taking the ACT college entrance and placement test offered at West Delaware High School on Satur-

day, April 18.  Registration packets can be picked up in the Counseling Office.  Students may register online at www.act.org with the use of a 

credit card.  Students are advised to prepare for this test by stopping by the Counseling Office to pick up a practice test booklet, or using one of 

the many online practice tests.  We also offer ACT Prep sessions for all students interested.  These sessions are on Thursday mornings from Jan. 

15 through April 16.  Each session  starts promptly at 7:00 a.m. in Room 305. For  more information on ZAPS ACT workshops, see 

www.zaps.com or stop into the Counseling Office and see your counselor regarding the sessions that are offered at WDHS.   

SENIOR NEWS  

Scholarships 
 

We have several new scholarship opportunities for seniors that 

have just been posted.  Please stop in the guidance office for a 

complete list of scholarships available at this time. 

Scholarship information can also be found on our web site: 
http://www.wdhs.w-dubuque.k12.ia.us/?PageName=%27Guidance%27  

“Fill out the FAFSA Day” 
Don’t pay someone to do a service that is offered for FREE. 

The College Planning Center will offer free help filling out 

your FAFSA forms from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 

21 at the University of Dubuque.  No appointment necessary.  

For more information, please call 877-272-4692.    

College & career fair  
 

On Monday, Jan. 12, the Western Dubuque High School Counseling Department sponsored a College & Career Fair for our current sophomores 

and juniors. Students had the opportunity to meet with 30 different colleges, the armed forces and local unions. Students received information 

from the various agencies and could visit with their representatives. This was a great opportunity for us to show our students that there are a 

variety of schools and career choices out there. This fair was very beneficial to our registration process here at the high school because it can 

lead students towards certain career pathways. This fair serves as the beginning of the college process. 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

Alumni 
Please contact Becky Gasper in the Counsel-

ing Office at (563) 876-3442 ext. 3005 or 

email her at Becky.Gasper@wdbqschools.org 

if you are interested in posting pertinent infor-

mation regarding upcoming class reunions on 

our web page.  She would also like to have 

updated information on our alumni.  Any 

name change, marital status, address, phone 

number, etc., would be appreciated. 

2015-2016 registration 
 

Registration for the 2015-2016 school year for our current 11th, 10th & 9th graders is being held as follows: current juniors began registering the 

week of Jan. 19, current sophomores began registering the week of Jan. 26, and current freshmen will register the week of Feb. 9.  The incom-

ing freshmen will have an orientation on Thursday, Feb. 12 and will start their registration process the week of Feb. 26.   
 

We have activities planned during Bobcat Groups to help students choose a career pathway.  The career pathways will help students choose 

their courses for next year.  Please talk with your child regarding the registration process.  
 

To view a curriculum guide, you can go to the WDHS Counseling Office website at http://www.wdhs.w-dubuque.k12.ia.us/?PageName=%

27Guidance%27 and click under ‘Links’ on the ‘2015-16 Curriculum Guide.’  
 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the registration process, please contact Becky Gasper in the Counseling Office at 563-876-

3442 ext. 3005. 

Sophomore class 

ring orders 
 

Thursday, Feb. 5, 2015 during 

Bobcat period, the Jostens rep-

resentative will be meeting 

with the sophomore class to 

discuss and pass out information regarding the 

ordering of their class rings. All orders will be 

collected during the lunch periods on Thursday, 

Feb. 12, 2015. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

http://www.wdhs.w-dubuque.k12.ia.us/?PageName=%27Guidance%27
http://www.wdhs.w-dubuque.k12.ia.us/?PageName=%27Guidance%27
http://www.wdhs.w-dubuque.k12.ia.us/?PageName=%27Guidance%27
http://www.act.org/
http://www.zaps.com/
http://www.wdhs.w-dubuque.k12.ia.us/?PageName=%27Guidance%27
http://www.wdhs.w-dubuque.k12.ia.us/?PageName=%27Guidance%27%20G:/Bobcat%20Group
http://www.wdhs.w-dubuque.k12.ia.us/?PageName=%27Guidance%27%20G:/Bobcat%20Group
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Pep band: an interview with Mr. Omarzu                        

 
INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY JENNIFER MCCARRON 

How are the songs decided? That’s kind of complicated.  Well, 

sometimes before the game, we come up with a theme for the pre-

game, and sometimes we just pick songs that are fun. If we’re real-

ly trying to pep up the game, we play the fight song. 

How do you have the band interact with the crowd? We try to 

get stuff they know or can chant with and sing along. It’s kind of 

hard, but it helps if the cheerleaders know some of the stuff and 

can get the crowd going. 

Does the band practice these songs often? I don’t know if you 

would call it often, but I’d say regularly because we do have a lot 

of other stuff to work on. 

What is the best part of pep band? It’s fun to be together at a 

game. It’s kind of casual. I mean, you have to do certain things 

right, but it’s kind of relaxed. You get to watch the game, and they 

can do other things in the game as long as they’re playing. 

What are the differences between pep band and marching 

band? Well, [in] pep band we just use a drum set and some other 

percussion; we don’t use a whole big drum line. We play way 

more music in the pep band season than marching, but it takes 

longer to put together marching band. 

How do you make each year better than the last? We try to 

always re-evaluate the songs in the book; we try to add new ones 

that are more current or interesting. We always try to make sure 

the books are in good shape, and then, I guess, we’re all training 

the young people on how to do everything. 

Taking the stage for solo and ensemble 
BY THERESA BREHM 

This year, around 75 students will participate in the solo and 

ensemble contest through either instrumental and/or vocal 

performances. These students study 5-7 minutes worth of clas-

sical music to present to a judge for a score. These scores 

range from I-V, with I being the most distinguished and covet-

ed score. Students are graded on a variety of aspects including 

tone, intonation and rhythm, according to the WDHS band 

director Mr. Michael Omarzu. Vocal or band students are able 

to partake in a solo, duet, trio, small group, chamber or other 

large group pieces, or a combination of these. The contest is 

held throughout the day, beginning at 8:00 a.m. Saturday, 

April 18 at Waterloo East High School. Six to twelve schools 

from around the area will most likely be in attendance. Stu-

dents of all high school ages will go through the same process 

of preparing difficult music to meet the challenging expecta-

tions of the judges in this musical competition. 

Emily Boge (10) has been preparing her vocal music pieces 

since the summer of 2014. She will be singing “Oh No!” by 

Thomas Haynes Bayly and “No No Non Si Speri” composed 

by Giacomo Carissimi. Boge enjoys competing at this contest 

because it helps her grow personally as a singer. After the 

contest, students are given their score sheet with notes about 

their performance, including what to work on and things that 

were done well. Boge enjoys this aspect because it helps her 

improve herself for future competitions. Boge has received a 

II rating in her solo division last year, but she hopes to im-

prove to a I rating as she continues to practice for the quickly 

approaching contest. We wish all WD participants good luck 

at this upcoming event.   
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Film review: “Into the 

Woods” 
 

 BY ALLY ZAUCHE  
 

Based on the Broadway musical, 

“Into The Woods” is the story combining 

the fairy tales “Cinderella,” “The Child-

less Baker,” “Little Red Riding 

Hood” and “Jack and the Giant Bean 

Stock.”  
 

Set in the mystical woods, 

the recently released movie 

is intertwined with songs and emotions 

from the original fairy tales you love. 

The fairy tale compilation explores the 

aftermath of the ‘happily ever afters’ that 

turn out to be not so happy anymore.  As 

we follow the storylines, we see the joys 

and struggles of all the characters. “Into 

the Woods” was nominated for 16 

awards, including best actress Emily 

Blunt, best supporting actress Meryl 

Streep, and best acting ensemble. “Into 

the Woods” is currently the number two 

ranked movie in the box office and has 

made over 100,000,000 dollars since its 

opening on Christmas Day. 
 

As a music and drama geek, I loved this 

movie. I was wrapped into the struggles 

of the characters and how they were tak-

en from the stage to the big screen. The 

movie is riddled with songs about the 

characters’ thoughts and ideas that you 

didn't get from the original fairy tales. 

You also get more background infor-

mation and a better perspective on the 

real stories. This is a movie for anyone 

with a love for music or theater, and if 

you would like a laugh, you will also 

enjoy it. Although there are laughs, there 

could also be tears shed. This movie is a 

roller-coaster of emotions and feelings, 

as the characters fight to save their happy 

endings. The movie is great and incorpo-

rates much of the original music, but like 

any movie, there are things that have 

been cut out and it could go into more 

detail on certain aspects of the story. 

Nonetheless, this movie is worth your 

time. 3.5/4 stars 

Film review: “The Interview” 
 

BY BRADY TEGELER  
 

The long-awaited, controversial movie has finally reached thea-

ters. “The Interview” is a fictional comedy about a late night talk 

show host and his producer doing the biggest interview of the 

century.  Dave Skylark (James Franco) interviews the biggest 

celebrities and politicians, but his prominent career is taken to a 

whole new level when Dave’s biggest fan, the dictator of North 

Korea, Kim Jong Un, asks to meet him. Dave’s producer and best 

friend, Aaron Rappaport (Seth Rogen), journeys with him to the communist country. 

However, it later becomes a stealthy assassination mission when the CIA gets in-

volved. The plot of the movie then unfolds as the reporting duo attempts a political 

murder on Kim Jong Un.  
 
 

Before I saw this movie, I believed it would astonish me because of all the attention 

it was getting. However, surprisingly, it did not live up to its hype. This movie has 

its ups and downs. It mainly focuses on making the “America-hating” dictator look 

weak and hypocritical, as he listens to Katy Perry music and plays American basket-

ball. The largest impact of this move has been on the leader of North Korea himself. 

This movie has been banned in North Korea to ensure that Kim Jong Un does not 

look weak. Sony Pictures had been pushing for their movie to be shown, but stopped 

because of this possible spark of war or strife between our country and North Korea.  

A movie titled “Team America” was set to take its place.  
 

In conclusion, “The Interview” has caused quite a commotion internationally, which 

is perhaps the only reason it is a must-see. However, prepare to be disappointed 

when you see a movie full of cheesy one-liners, and one-time jokes that won’t en-

sure your laughter lasts throughout the movie. Other than the fact that this film 

makes North Korea look like a bunch of sissies who cry in the fetal position and 

suck their thumbs like newborn infants, this movie can be funny if you’re into crude 

humor. 2.5/4 stars 

Film review: “Mockingjay Part 1”  
 

BY CODY GARTNER 
 

“Mockingjay” is the epic finale to the trilogy fabricated in the 

mind of Susan Collins. This trilogy focuses on a dystopian soci-

ety split up into 12 districts. The first movie explains that each 

district has to put forth one male and one female between the 

ages of 11 and 18 as tributes. The tributes are put into a govern-

ment-run game known as the Hunger Games. The Hunger 

Games are a gladiator-style form of entertainment in which the 

24 tributes are put in an arena and are forced to fight to the death. The third movie fo-

cuses on the revolution that spreads throughout the districts after Katniss Everdeen 

unknowingly makes herself the symbol for the revolution. Katniss, up until this point, 

has been portrayed as a strong person doing what had to be done to stay alive in such a 

messed up society. This movie showed her in a realistic way; it showed the audience a 

side of Katniss that has been affected by the misfortune that has been laid upon her. 

She is shown multiple times crying throughout the film, an action that is never seen in 

prior adaptations without reasoning. This film shows a broken girl forced by the gov-

ernment to kill—a teenage girl with PTSD. I find that this strengthens the character 

and shows us that the action we all enjoy as audience members does have negative 

effects in real life. Too often we dramatize the glory of battle in film. Battle is a terri-

ble fate for anyone. For a person in their right mind to take the life of another is a fate 

worse than death. Through her struggle through PTSD, the rebels are attempting to 

make her into the Mockingjay, the symbol of  the rebellion. There is a very nice por-

trayal of the symptoms following battle in the film, and the movie was very well done. 

3.5/4 stars 
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Lucy Mulert 
 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY TAYLOR FOX 
 

What are your plans for the future? Attend either Iowa or Marquette for nursing and become a pediatric 

nurse practitioner 

What is your favorite high school memory? Last year when we made finals in show choir at every compe-

tition 

Who is your favorite teacher? Mrs. Tipple 

What is the best part of WD? The students  

What is your favorite social media and how often are you on it? Instagram, and I am on it once a day. 

Who is your celebrity crush? Zac Efron 

What is some advice for freshmen? Don’t cluster the hallway 

What is your worst fear? Outside roller coasters 

Mitch McAndrew 
 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY CHLOE MEYERS 
 

What will your plans for the future involve, and why? I enjoy science and have been fascinated 

by the ocean since I was little. 

What do you do in your free time? Watch a lot of movies and hang out with friends 

What is your favorite high school memory? The cheerleading skirt for Homecoming 

Who is your favorite teacher? Mr. Cleary 

What is your favorite social media? How often are you on social media? Snapchat and not much 

Who is your role model? Everyone. I pay attention to learn from everyone I can. 

What is some advice for freshman? Don’t stress out. Everything will be ok. 

What are your pet peeves? People who are super cocky for no reason and pointless questions when I’m mad 

Are you involved in any extracurricular activities? Cross country, wrestling, tennis, NHS 

What is your worst fear? To die unhappy 

Sara McAuliffe 
 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY CHLOE MEYERS 
 

What are your plans for the future, and why? I am going to Mount Mercy to pursue medical sci-

ences and nursing. 

What is your favorite high school memory? When I fell in the lunch room the third day of fresh-

man year! 

What is the best part of WD? Homecoming with the lights on 

Who is your role model? Karl Stubben 

Who is your celebrity crush? Dylan O’Brien 

Are you involved in any extracurricular activities? Show choir 

What is your favorite social media? How often are you on social media? Instagram, never off the ‘gram! 

Class of 2015 

Mariah James 
 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY TAYLOR FOX 
 

What are your plans for the future, and why? I plan to go to Hawkeye Community College, then transfer 

to UNI for elementary education because I love kids and helping them. 
 

What is your favorite high school memory? Friday Night Lights and prom 
 

Who is your favorite teacher? Mrs. Schieltz 
 

What is the best part of WD? The awesome community 
 

What is some advice for freshmen? Walk on the right side of the hallway. 
 

What is your worst fear? The dark and heights 
 

Who is your celebrity crush? CHRIS SOULES 



Calendar  
Important Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 

 19 No School - Professional 

  Development  

 

 

 

April 
 

 2 No School - Professional  

  Development 

 3-6 No School - Spring Break 

      7    Snow Make-up Day   
  

May 
       

 14 Senior’s Last Day of Classes 

 15 Senior Breakfast/Graduation 

  Practice 
 

    22   Last Day of School  

  3-Hour Early Dismissal  

  End of 2nd Semester 
 

    25   No School - Memorial Day 

    26   No School - Professional  

   Development  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Looking Ahead… 

March 

 9 Begin of 4th Quarter 

10, 12  Parent-Teacher Conferences 

      13  No School (Teacher Comp. Day) 

      16   No School - Professional  

    Development  

Non-Discrimination Policy Statement: It is the policy of 

the Western Dubuque County Community School District 

not to illegally discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, age (for 

employment), marital status (for programs), sexual orien-

tation, gender identity and socioeconomic status (for pro-

grams) in its educational programs and its employment 

practices. There is a grievance procedure for processing 

complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a 

grievance related to this policy please contact the dis-

trict’s Equity Coordinator, Tina Brestrup, Director of 

Student Services, 310 4th Street SW, Farley, Iowa 52046, 

563-744-3885 x 6010, tina.brestrup@wdbqschools.org 

Board of Education 

Jeanne Coppola 

Mark Knuth 

John Lembezeder 

Mark Tilson 

Chad Vaske 

Bobcat Bulletin staff 

Mrs. Kratochwill-Jones - Advisor  

Emily Boge (10) - Writer, Co-Copy Editor 

Theresa Brehm (11) - Writer, Creative Writing Committee Member 

Josh Dausener (12) - Writer, Co-Book/Film/Music Reviews Editor 

Olivia Feldmann (9) - Writer 

Taylor Fox (9) - Writer, Co-Senior Spotlight Interviewer 

Madeline Frasher (11) - Writer 

Megan Frommelt (10) - Writer 

Dylan Gadberry (9) - Writer, Co-Sports Editor 

Cody Gartner (10) - Writer, Co-Book/Film/Music Reviews Editor 

Jayde Gartner (12) - Writer, Creative Writing Committee Member 

Lainey German (12)  - Writer, Co-Chief Copy Editor 

Jackson Healey (10) - Writer 

MacHanna Higgins (9) - Writer  

Jessica Irelan (10) -Writer 

Brianna Kramer (10) - Writer, Co-Sports Editor 

Jennifer McCarron (10) - Writer, Arts/Events Editor 

Chloe Meyers (10) - Writer, Co-Senior Spotlight Interviewer 

Cole Otting (12) - Writer, Co-Chief Copy Editor 

Cathrine Sears (10) - Writer, Co-Copy Editor 

Brady Tegeler (12) - Writer, Creative Writing Committee Member  

Danny Wolf (10) - Writer 

Ally Zauche (12) - Writer, Co-Book/Film/Music Reviews Editor 
 

Additional Student Contributors:  

Brooke Bockenstedt (12) - Guest Chief Editor  

Anne Marie Greenwood (12) - Guest Writer 

Cheyenne Puetz (12) - Guest Chief Editor 

Alli Theisen (12) - Guest Writer 

This issue of the Bobcat Bulletin has been brought to you by  

the 2015 spring semester creative writing and journalism 

students at Western Dubuque High School.   

A special thank you to everyone that support-

ed the Environmental Club Winter 

Clothing drive. This year was our 

biggest donation year, and we could 

not have done it without you! 
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